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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to the Christmas edition of ‘The 
Voice’. The temperature has noticeably 
dropped since the beginning of the month 
and, to quote Johnny Mathis, it’s beginning 
to feel a lot like Christmas. With the recent 
performance of ‘School of Rock’ and a Year 7 
theatre visit to watch a pantomime lined up for the last week of 
term, we are certainly beginning to experience that Christmas 
mood here at The Hamble School.

When you read through this edition, I hope that you will see 
how much goes on at this school with university experiences, 
library events, a trip to Bletchley Park, and a two-day visit to the 
battlefields in France and Belgium.

This is a very busy time for our Year 11 students, who have 
spent two weeks completing their mock GCSE examinations 
and are now receiving these results. When they come back after 
the Christmas holiday, they will have approximately 15 school 
weeks before these examinations begin so it is a particularly 
important time for them. At the other end of the school, our Year 
7 cohort are just completing their first term and it is wonderful to 
see how quickly they have adjusted to life here.

One of the things that makes me most proud about being 
Headteacher at this school is the enthusiasm our students have 
when given the opportunity to help other people. Earlier this 
term, students from all year groups took part in the Shoebox 
Challenge, a wonderful charity which arranges for shoeboxes 
filled with small gifts to be distributed to children who will not 
otherwise receive presents at Christmas. There was a similar 
level of enthusiasm from the students who organised cake sales 
to raise money for Children in Need. It’s all part of the community 
spirit that makes this school a wonderful place to work.

Whatever you are doing over the two weeks – whether it is going 
away, staying at home, celebrating with family, or having a quiet 
holiday – I hope that you are all able to enjoy the time. I look 
forward to seeing the students back on Monday 6th January 
2020.

With my best wishes,

Mr A Govan – Headteacher BA (Hons), MA Ed. 
The Hamble School – Achieving Excellence Together 
www.thehambleschool.co.uk

TERM DATES
AUTUMN TERM 2019

Last Day for Students: 
Friday 20th December 2019 
(early closure 1:00pm)

SPRING TERM 2020

Students return: 
Monday 6th January 2020

INSED Day: Thurs 6th February

Half term: Monday 17th 
February to Friday 21st 
February (inclusive)

Last Day for Students: 
Friday 3rd April 2020 
(early closure 1:00pm)

SUMMER TERM 2020

Students return: 
Monday 20th April 2020

May Bank Holiday:  
Friday 8th May 2020  
(VE Day 75th Anniversary)

Half term: Monday 25th May to 
Friday 29th May (inclusive)

INSED Day: Monday 29th June

Last Day for Students: 
Wednesday 22nd July 2020 
(early closure 12:50pm)

USEFUL INFORMATION

Student Absence: Voicemail – 
please ring on the first morning 
of absence on 023 8045 2105 
and select Option 1 to leave 
a message, alternatively 
please email attendance@
thehambleschool.co.uk
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Welcome to The Voice

The Hamble School 
is on Twitter!
A reminder that The Hamble 
School is now using Twitter. 
‘Follow us’ to view our latest 
information, announcements, 

reminders and student 
achievements.

https://twitter.com/
TheHambleSchool
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EXCELLENT EXAM RESULTS  
AT THE HAMBLE SCHOOL 2019

Highlights in 2019 included:

•  71% of students achieving 5 
GCSE passes (including English 
and Maths) at grades 9-4

•  75% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in English and Maths

•  82% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in Maths

•  81% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in English

•  66% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in History

•  71% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in Combined Science

•  95% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in PE

•  100% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in BTEC PE

•  100% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in BTEC Dance

•  71% of students achieving 
grades 9-4 in Media Studies

•  56% of students achieving 
grades 9-7 in Biology

•  59% of students achieving 
grades 9-7 in Chemistry

•  59% of students achieving 
grades 9-7 in Physics

All of us at The Hamble School 
would like to thank the parents 
and carers who have worked 
with us so supportively over the 
past 5 years – undoubtedly, this 
has made a huge contribution 
to the success of these young 
people.

The Senior Leadership Team 
and governors would also 
particularly like to thank all the 
staff who have yet again gone 
over-and-above in helping our 
students to achieve so well.

GCSE Results Day in 
August 2019 saw some 
excellent results again 
at The Hamble School 
and it was lovely to 
see so many excited 
students (and parents/
carers) here at school 
back in August.

PRESENTATION EVENING 2019
Presentation Evening on 14th 
November was a fantastic 
opportunity to celebrate the 
success of last year’s Year 11 
students.

It was good to see the parents and 
students again, and the evening 
allowed us to reflect once more on 
both the excellent exam results and 
the progress and achievement of 
our students. 

Jack Goldbourne presented the 
certificates and individual awards. 
He talked about his experience 
going in to a career in Drama, and 
the importance of a solid foundation 
at school, as a springboard to 
further education and/or training.

It really was a wonderful evening.
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KEY STAGE THREE ENGLISH: 
OUR TERM SO FAR…
The Autumn term has been very busy for our KS3 
students in English. 
Our Year 7s have made a fantastic start to the curriculum and are 
really enjoying our study of ‘My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece’ by 
Annabel Pitcher. They have shown a great maturity when discussing 
sensitive topics within this novel and have had a real enthusiasm for 
exploring the text.

Meanwhile, Year 8 have been getting creative, writing dystopian 
fiction and are now digging into a study of Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein. 

We were all really inspired by a fabulous author visit from Chris 
Bradford this half term and our students are relishing the study of 
their reading and writing skills following his incredible presentation!

See more regarding the Chris Bradford Author 
Event in the centre pages...

KEY STAGE FOUR ENGLISH
This term, our Year 9 students 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
reading ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
by Charles Dickens. They 
have shown much enthusiasm 
towards the novel and high 
levels of engagement through 
interesting discussions about 
the theme of ‘class’ and how 
it dominated the lives of those 
living during the Victorian era. 
As well as this, students have 
been tracking the significance 
of Scrooge’s transformation 
and sharing their views on the 
importance of ‘change’.

In Year 10, our students have 
been exploring ‘The Power 
of Nature’ across a range of 
challenging texts. Starting 
with ‘The Night Circus’ by Erin 
Morgenstern. Students wrote 
powerful and thought-provoking 
narratives about the theme of 
night time; experimenting with 

the use of light, dark and time 
within their writing. 

Students also explored ideas 
surrounding horror and tension 
in an extract from ‘The Birds’ 
by Daphne Du Maurier; 
developing their understanding 
of how writers structure their 
work to interest their readers. 
Students have also continued 
to develop their knowledge 
of some of the set texts, such 
as ‘Storm on the Island’ and 
‘Extract from the Prelude’ – 
two poems from the ‘Power 
and Conflict’ poetry cluster – 
and are continuing to explore 
nature’s power in comparison 
to that of mankind.

At the start of the year, our 
Year 11 students enjoyed a 
trip to the Mayflower Theatre 
to see ‘An Inspector Calls’. 
Students were amazed 

by the fantastic performance 
and stage set. They were 
impeccably behaved and a 
credit to the school. 

Since then, they have been 
working extremely hard in 
their preparation for the mock 
examinations. 

We are so proud of their hard 
work and continuous efforts 
– well done Year 11 and keep 
up the good work!
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To help ensure that your child 
is fully equipped for their 
maths lessons for January 
2020. They should have:

• Pen
• Pencil
• Rubber
• Sharpener
• 30cm ruler
• Protractor
• Pair of compasses
• Green pen (preferable,  

but not compulsory)
• Highlighter (preferable,  

but not compulsory)
• Scientific calculator 

(ideally a Casio Classwiz) 
- ESSENTIAL

MATHEMATICS’ EQUIPMENT

The majority of items can be purchased from the school Library except for the 
scientific calculator, green pen and highlighter. Thank you and Merry Christmas.

Casio Classwiz 
Scientific Calculator 
from £14.99
FX-83GTX, FX-85GTX or FX-991EX 

Available from Argos, Amazon and 
many other retailers.

Just Google ‘Casio Classwiz 
Scientific Calculator’ to find  
the best price.

Argos: https://www.argos.co.uk/
search/casio-classwiz/

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA

MATHEMATICS’ PUZZLES
Keep your ‘maths 
brain’ active over the 
Christmas holidays 
with these puzzles.

The answers will be 
available on the maths 
notice board in the new 
year.

GOOD LUCK.

CHRISTMAS 
CHALLENGE
Can you put the 
numbers 1 to 8 in 
each of the squares 
so that each side 
adds up to the 
middle number?

12 13

14 15
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INGREDIENTS

CONGRATULATIONS MRS BONE 
40 years of service with Hampshire County Council

MRS BONE’S MINCE PIES

Mrs Bone was invited to a special event which was arranged 
for staff who have attained 40 years of service with Hampshire 
County Council.

This was a reception with the Chief Executive and Chairman 
of the County Council, who presented Mrs Bone with a special 
certificate of congratulations and thanks.

WELL DONE MRS BONE.

The staff and students at The Hamble School would like to congratulate Mrs Bone, 
our Food Preparation & Nutrition Teacher and Head of Year 8, for achieving 40 years 
of service with Hampshire County Council. This is a huge milestone.

40 YEA
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• 140g/5oz cold butter, diced
• 225g/8oz plain flour
• 50g/2oz golden caster sugar
• 1 orange, zest only
• Pinch of salt
• 1 egg yolk

• 1-2 tsp cold water
•  280g/10oz good quality 

mincemeat
• 1 egg, beaten
• Icing sugar for dusting

1.  Preheat oven to 200°C/400°F/Gas Mark 6.
2.  Rub the butter into the flour, caster sugar, orange rind and salt 

until the mixture is a bit crumbly.
3.  Combine mixture with the egg yolk and 1-2 teaspoons of water 

until it forms into a soft dough, then put it into a plastic bag and 
chill for 20-30 minutes.

4.  Roll out the pastry to a thickness of 2-3mm and cut out about 
18 rounds measuring 7.5cm (3in) with a pastry cutter.

5.  Place in a lightly greased patty/fairy cake tins and spoon the 
mincemeat evenly into the pies.

6.  Re-roll the leftover pastry and cut out round lids, stars or other 
festive shapes to fit on top of the mincemeat.

7.  Lightly brush the pastry tops with the beaten egg (this will give 
them a shine) and bake in the oven for 12-15 minutes until 
golden.

8.  Remove from the oven and leave for a few minutes before 
removing from tins and cooling on a wire rack.

9. Dust with icing sugar. Merry 
 Christmas

METHOD
What will you be 
baking over the 

Christmas holidays? 
Cakes, cookies, or even 
my mince pie recipe...

CHRISTMAS 
BAKING 
COMPETITION

ENTER TO 
WIN PRIZES! 
Please email your photos 

to Mrs Bone 
sbone@

thehambleschool.co.uk

CLOSING DATE: 
Sunday 5th January 2020
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MULTITOOL CHALLENGE
Students needed to demonstrate practical skills in their use of 
different hand tools by creating an exact copy of a manufactured 
product. 

Students analyse the planning and making of their own multitool 
and evaluate the accuracy and success of their own attempts.

The quality and accuracy of the work produced was of a very 
high standard with students using digital verniers to check the 
tolerances of their products were within 1mm of the original. 

Year 11 Engineering students have been making their multitool product 
out of aluminium as part of their practical assignment.
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TECHNOLOGY: ENGINEERING
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YEAR 7 HIGH FLYERS – LEARN WITH US 
EXPLORING UNIVERSITY

On Wednesday 16th October, a group of 
Year 7 students headed to the University 
of Southampton to participate in the Learn 
with US programme. 

The fun-filled day enabled the students to 
find out what it is like studying and living 
at University. They were led on a tour of 
the campus by student ambassadors and 
had the opportunity to question the student 
ambassadors on their reasons for choosing 
their programme of study, the qualifications 
they needed to secure their course and their 

future career aspirations. Students were 
amazed to find the University had its own 
cinema and 222 different societies including a 
Soapbox Racers Society and a Tea Society. 

Competition was high as the students 
competed in teams in games of SUSU Taboo, 
a subject poster competition, and culminated 
in a close game of The Chase where students 
tested their new found knowledge of University 
life. 

A fantastic day was enjoyed by everyone.

YEAR 11 HIGH FLYERS – LEARN WITH US 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY VISIT
Students in Year 11 were thrilled to attend an event at the University of 
Southampton. 
It included a busy morning programme where students took part in a variety of mini-activities, 
that aimed to inspire students to take control of their learning as they embark on their final 
year of secondary school. 

The University put together activities on preparing for GCSEs and student finance. Students 
had the opportunity to engage with student ambassadors and find out a bit more about what 
they studied prior to University and what their current course was like. 

They also participated in a University lecture and experienced the different way students are 
taught at University level.
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YEAR 9 LEARN WITH US TRIP TO 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY

On Wednesday 27th November, we took 
eleven Year 9 students to the University of 
Southampton to take part in the Learn with 
US programme.

Students were able to take part in a  
Dragon’s Den style activity – creating their 
own app.

There were four teams that took park (Christ 
the King School from Isle of Wight, The Priory 
School, Warblington School and us) and in 
true Hamble style – we blew the competition 
away and won!

The team came up with a very good App 
idea and their sales pitch was spot on!

Notes from Finance
Please note: the Finance 
Office is unable to change 
banknotes for students as 
we do not hold enough 
coins to accommodate this 
request. Thank you.
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YEAR 9 PSHCRE DAY 
HEALTH, WELLBEING AND SAFETY

On Thursday 21st 
November Year 9 took part 
in their first PSHCRE Day. 

They participated in four 
different workshops which 
covered topics such as 
wellbeing, mindfulness, 
healthy weights, organ 
donation, water safety, 
careers and exercise.  
Highlights included playing 
dodgeball with the PE 
department and learning 
about water safety and 
navigation with the Calshot 
Coastwatch volunteers. At 

the end of the day, students 
listened to a key note speech 
from explorer Adrian Hayes, 
who inspired the students 
with his adventures in Nepal, 
climbing Everest and K2, and 
trekking to both the North 
and South Pole. He reminded 
the students that ‘challenges 
make you discover things 
about yourself you never 
knew’ and encouraged them 
to set goals for their future, 
put their smart phones away, 
and look at the world around 
them.
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The computers are now 
equipped with much faster 
processors and significantly 
increased system memory 
which have larger and faster 
hard drives. 

Consequently, this suite 
is now licensed to have 
the Adobe Creative Cloud 
applications. 

This will enable students 
to produce an outstanding 
quality of work of a much 
higher standard. 

Adobe Creative Cloud has so 
much to offer from Photoshop 
for photography to Premiere 
Pro for video production. 

These applications will prove 
to be invaluable for students 
who are completing any 
practical media production as 
well as their NEA coursework.  

THE ‘ADOBE CREATIVE CLOUD’ 
IS CAST OVER THE HAMBLE SCHOOL

M
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We are extremely excited to announce that our Media suite here at The 
Hamble School has recently been replaced and refurbished with a set of 
computers which work at a much higher specification. 

but only in a positive way...
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YEAR 10 GCSE GEOGRAPHY
FIELDWORK IN SOUTHAMPTON

Earlier this term, Year 
10 Geography students 
took part in fieldwork 
investigating the leisure 
and entertainment facilities 
in Southampton, following 
the construction of West 
Quay South. 

We carried out data 
collection techniques 
including an environmental 
quality assessment survey, 
a questionnaire involving 
members of the public, a land 
use plan and field sketches. 
In previous lessons we had 
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conducted risk assessments 
so we were prepared for the 
trip and thought about the 
suitability of Southampton 
as a location for collecting 
fieldwork data. Our day 
began by taking the train 
from Hamble to Southampton 
Central, where we set off 
on our task. Once we had 
completed our work, we 
concluded that West Quay 
South had improved leisure 
and entertainment facilities 
in Southampton. Using our 
collected data, we were able 
to construct graphs and 
evaluate our results during 
our follow-up lessons. We 
enjoyed our day and are 
now looking forward to our 
fieldwork in Swanage later 
this year.

Jessica Burnett and Amelie 
Smithwick (Year 10)

CONCERT 2020
Music
MARCH – DATE TO BE CONFIRMED
Show starts at 6:30pm in the Main Hall

Refreshments available to 
purchase on the night

The Hamble School
Achieving Excellence Together
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YEAR 8 TRIP TO BLETCHLEY PARK
In October, thirty Year 8 students were lucky 
enough to experience a visit to the home of code 
breaking – Bletchley Park. 
This linked into the current topic in Computer Science of 
Encryption where students have been looking at the methods, 
the history and how modern day computing uses Encryption.

Students had the opportunity to look around the museum and 
coding huts, have a guided tour around the site and experience 
a code breaking workshop, where they listened to Morse code. 
They also had to break a series of encrypted puzzles.

Students were also lucky enough to touch one of the few 
remaining working Enigma machines - a real experience!

We are hoping to repeat the trip again for those students 
who missed out this time.

E-SAFETY TALK BY LAYLA HASKELL
In November we were 
lucky enough to receive a 
visit from Layla Haskell. 

Layla has been tipped for 
huge success in the music 
industry. Originally from 
Dorset, Layla is starting to 
make waves in the music 
industry and has recently 
supported The Vamps on 
some of their tour dates. 
Layla has had her own 
experiences of online bullying 
and mental health issues, 
so feels she is in the perfect 
position to speak to young 
people about these very 

important issues that teenagers face. Being okay with going 
it alone and not oversharing every element of her life across 
social media is Layla’s self-empowerment.

Layla performed and spoke about her experiences on social 
media with our Year 8, 9 and 10 students.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019
On Monday 11th November we commemorated Remembrance Day with a number 
of activities which provided the whole community with an opportunity to remember 
the men and women who have served (and continue to serve) in the Armed Forces 
around the world.

During the week before 
Remembrance Day all 
students were invited, during 
tutor time, to sew buttons 
on to felt poppies for our art 
installation. As part of our 
Citizenship tutor programme, 
students discussed the 
importance of Remembrance 
Day and thought about 
members of their family and 
friends to be remembered 
on our Remembrance Wall. 
The area outside the Skills 
Centre was transformed on 
the morning of the 11th by 
our student representatives 
and Mrs Jenvey, and this 
area became the focus of 
our Remembrance Day 
commemorations.

A large number of students also 
wore cadet, scout and other 
military uniforms to school. 
These students were invited to 
take part in our wreath-laying 
ceremony at 11 am outside 
The Skills Centre. Our Year 10 
students, Jessica Burnett and 
Isobel Thomas, started the 
ceremony with readings. Mrs 
Holden and Elizabeth Akhurst 
played the Last Post to end 
our two-minutes silence.

We invited parents/carers and 
members of the community 
to attend our Remembrance 
Services throughout the 
morning. The services were 
organised by Mr N Wood and 
involved readings from our 
Year 9 and 10 students.
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YEAR 9 WORLD WAR I 
BATTLEFIELDS VISIT

The History department provided the opportunity for 
Year 9 students to visit major World War I sites in 
Belgium and France. An early start allowed us to have 
two action-packed days with an overnight stay in 
Belgium. 
The first day was based in 
Belgium. We were able to visit 
Tyne Cot Cemetery, which is 
the largest Commonwealth 
War cemetery in the world with 
nearly 12,000 places of rest. 
This was followed by a visit 
to a German cemetery. More 
than 44,000 soldiers are buried 
in the German war cemetery 
of Langemark in the Belgian 
province of West Flanders. The 
village was the scene of the 
first gas attacks by the German 

army, marking the beginning 
of the Second Battle of Ypres 
in April 1915. It was good for 
our students to see an act of 
remembrance for the German 
losses.

We then visited Essex Farm. 
The location is believed to be 
the place where the Canadian 
army doctor, Major John 
McCrae, composed the famous 
poem In Flanders Fields. The 
cemetery is the final resting 
place of Rifleman Valentine 
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Joe Strudwick, aged only 15, 
and one of the youngest British 
casualties of the Great War 
to die in action. As you can 
imagine the students were 
moved by this because of 
how close he was in relation 
to their ages. The students 
were then able to take part in 
the interactive activities at The 
Flanders Fields Museum. This 
museum does not glorify war 
and the students were able to 
see the futility of war, especially 
in the Flanders region.

The final part of the first 
day was the Menin Gate 
ceremony. The Menin Gate 
memorial bears the names 
of over 54,000 officers and 
men from United Kingdom 
and Commonwealth Forces 
(except New Zealand and 
Newfoundland) who fell in 
the Ypres Salient before 16th 
August 1917, and who have 
no known grave. The students 
were amazed to find out that 

the event takes place every 
single night.

The second day was based 
in France and The Somme 
area in particular. We went 
to Vimy Ridge. The ground in 
the memorial park has been 
left undisturbed, and there 
are trenches and shell holes 
still visible. In one area, the 
trench outlines have been 
made more permanent by the 
addition of concrete sandbags. 
We were able to walk through 
these parts of Vimy. Due to 
the strategic importance of 
this high land, the trench lines 
were close together and it 
was possible to stand in the 
German and the Canadian 
trenches, and see how close 
the enemy were in this sector 
from the infantry soldiers’ 
perspective.

We carried on to Beaumont 
Hamel Newfoundland Memorial 
Park. The students were able 
to see the famous Caribou 

Memorial and again see how 
close the opposing trenches 
were. We also visited the 
Ulster Tower and the Thiepval 
Memorial. 

Our final stop was the 
Lochnagar Crater at La 
Boiselle which is almost 91m 
in diameter and 21m deep. 
The result of a mine explosion 
on 1st July 1916. This is the 
largest surviving crater on 
the Western Front, and one 
of the most moving sites on 
the Somme Battlefields. It is a 
unique memorial to all those 
who suffered in the Great 
War. It is dedicated to peace, 
fellowship and reconciliation 
between all nations who fought 
on the Western Front.

It is fair to say that the 
students were a credit to the 
school and will have gained 
a better understanding of an 
era that still impacts on us 
today.
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CHRIS BRADFORD  
AUTHOR EVENT 2019TOM GATES 

COMPETITION
Each term we hold a competition to win a 
signed book.

Congratulations to Henry Hull and Melissa Oliver 
for winning a signed copy of Tom Gates: Mega 
Make and Do by Liz Pichon.

Following on from a very successful visit in the summer, we 
invited Chris Bradford back to meet our Year 7 and 8 students.

His show was entertaining, thrilling and engaging for students and staff. 
Chris makes promoting reading easy with his brilliant series of books 
‘Bodyguard’ and ‘Young Samurai’.
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Bookbuzz is a reading initiative which enables 
schools to purchase books from a list of 
specially selected titles.
We take part in this scheme every year and were very 
pleased to be able to offer our current Year 7 students their 
favourite book from the list.  

CHRIS BRADFORD  
AUTHOR EVENT 2019

BOOKBUZZ 
READING INITIATIVE

AUTHOR EVENT

Following on from a very successful visit in the summer, we 
invited Chris Bradford back to meet our Year 7 and 8 students.

His show was entertaining, thrilling and engaging for students and staff. 
Chris makes promoting reading easy with his brilliant series of books 
‘Bodyguard’ and ‘Young Samurai’.
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DEALING WITH 
EXAM STRESS
GCSEs are a stressful time for students and also for 
parents. School can help prepare you for your exams. 
However, there are things you can do and that the 
people at home can also help with.
Here are a few tips for Year 11 students and their parents:

1. Preparation is key 
Are you ready? Imagine this... night before an exam, you have not 
revised. Does this make you feel better about taking the exam or 
more stressed out? 

Imagine a different scenario: night before the exam, you have done 
as much revision as you could without making your brain explode. 
You are still anxious. Who wouldn’t be, right? You are in control, you 
know you can’t do more, and have done your best. 

2. Managing things at home
Create a revision timetable and then print one for you and one for 
the fridge or wherever you put family information. This will help your 
parents/carers to know when you are working and when you are 
having a well-deserved break.  

3. Do something fun!
We all need a break so do something you enjoy, either as a reward 
for working really hard or as a break from revision. It will help you 
feel less bored and more energised, especially if you go outside. 

4. Look after yourself
If you are hungry or tired you will be unable to concentrate (and you 
don’t want to fall asleep in an exam). Revising into the early hours 
might sound like you are working hard but in reality not much will go 
in and tiredness will not help you recall facts or think straight in your 
exam. 

Eating the right foods and 
enough food will help you stay 
focussed during your exams. 

5. During an exam
Feeling overwhelmed during an 
exam can be really difficult. Here 
is something to try:

Breathing – check out your 
breathing. Is it quick and 
shallow? Breathe in slowly and 
deeply to the count of 3 and 
breathe out for the count of 6. 
Repeat this a few times or until 
your breathing feels more even. 
If this doesn’t work for you, 
imagine a colour you associate 
with feeling calm and visualise 
you are breathing that colour in, 
then think of a colour you don’t 
like or you think the colour stress 
might be and breathe that colour 
out. 

6. Need to re-focus 
Put your pen down. Look around 
the room and do the following:

a. While looking around the 
room find 5 things you can see 
and concentrate on each for a 
few seconds

b. Listen for 4 noises and close 
your eyes – it might help you 
focus. What can you hear?  
Cars, birds people around 
school?

c. Can you touch 3 things? 
Obviously you are in an exam 
and can’t leave your seat so 
touch things on your desk – your 
water bottle or things in your 
pencil case, your desk/chair, or 
maybe even a necklace if you 
are wearing one. 

d. Can you smell 2 things, for 
example someone’s perfume or 
the smell of the room? 

e. Lastly, take a really deep 
breath in and then out, pick up 
your pen and re-focus on your 
exam paper.

GOOD LUCK!

SEN
D



The Hamble School - Achieving Excellence Together | 21

SIGNING OUT 
Procedure for Students
If a child has an appointment 
and is leaving during the 
school day, please write a note 
in their planner. The student 
then shows the teacher and 
goes to SWS to sign out. 
Parents/carers do not need to 
phone in as well. Thank you
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LOST PROPERTY
Please make sure all your 
belongings are labelled. Any 
lost property can then be 
returned to you.

Items will be kept in Lost 
Property for 3 months. 
After this time they will be 
recycled or given to charity. 
Remember to look at the list 
outside SWS if you have lost 
any items.

INSPIRING DAY AT THE 2019 
EASTLEIGH YOUTH CONFERENCE

Six Year 10 Junior Prefects attended the 2019 Eastleigh Youth 
Conference on substance misuse and street smart, street safe.

The students took part in workshops and lectures that educated 
them on the signs of drug and alcohol misuse in their peers and how 
to help them. The students have come back to school with lots of 
ideas, enthusiasm and a desire to support their peers and the staff 
in helping our school community to be a more knowledgeable and 
safe place. The students will be running assemblies, student and 
staff workshops and parent information stations to name just a few 
initiatives to come. 

Well done to the students that attended; they were excellent 
ambassadors for The Hamble School.

THINKNINJA®  
FREE INNOVATIVE  
MENTAL HEALTH APP
We want to share with you a new resource 
that we have access to as a Hampshire 
school. 

It’s called ThinkNinja® and it is an innovative 
free new mental health app. It has been 
purchased by the NHS for all secondary school 
children in Hampshire, with no cost to our 
students or the school. From personal health 
concerns to exam stress, ThinkNinja® is there to 
provide personalised support.

ThinkNinja® has been launched to the students 
through their assemblies, so please do 
encourage your child to download this fantastic 
app.

ThinkNinja® is free to download for all children 
and young people with the correct access code, 
and can be downloaded via the Apple App Store 
or Google Play Store.
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INTRODUCING TO YOU 
THE ALL NEW HAMBLE 
HEADTEACHER BLOG
To further enhance our school 
communication methods, we would 
like to introduce to you the Hamble 
Headteacher Blog.
We encourage you to 
follow the blog 
by entering your 
email address 
at the top of the 
sidebar. 

You will then 
receive 
notification by 
email when new 
information is posted.

Sign up now by visiting: 
https://hambleheadteacher.wordpress.com
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Well done Year 11 on a brilliant mock exam. 
Here is a selection of the fantastic artwork our 
students produced. We are very proud of them. 

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS

YEAR 10 MATERIAL WORLD
In KS4 Art, the students have been creating paper fashion. 
Take a look at some of their exciting developments.
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FUNDRAISING FOR 
CHILDREN IN NEED 2019
On Friday 15th November, we organised a few 
activities in order to raise money for Children in Need.
We held a cake sale, had a ‘guess the number of sweets in a 
jar’ competition and also had ‘put a £1 on Pudsey’ running as a 
raffle. We raised £175.32 for the charity. 

Thank you to all those who supported the event and the 
following students who gave up their time to help run it:  
Rachel Bone, Issy Thomas, Jacob Milchard, Dylan Lucaides, 
Josh Ward, George Allen, Louie Brown, Ethan Angel, Thomas 
Birch, Mia Crotty, Emilie Mwana and Issy Sawyer. 

A big thank you to Jessica Scott, Year 7, who brought 
in a big, filled, sweet jar for ‘guess the number of 
sweets in a jar’.

We raised£175.32for Children in Need

WE RAISED £120.63 FOR
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
On Thursday 26th September, 
staff took part in a Macmillan 
Coffee Morning as well as a 
bake-off.

Huge thanks to the Science 
department for arranging this.

Students have recently 
filled lots of shoeboxes with 
Christmas presents for the 
Rotary appeal.

Well done and thank 
you to everyone who 
contributed towards this 
great cause.

CHRISTMAS 
SHOEBOX SCHEME
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LIFELAB EACH-B PROJECT 
AT THE HAMBLE SCHOOL
The Hamble School has been lucky to be included 
as part of the research being undertaken by the 
University of Southampton and the NHS as part of 
the Lifelab project.

The study aims to understand 
how to best support young 
people to make healthy 
decisions about their lifestyles.

The research started towards 
the end of November with two 
Year 8 classes. Across the 
course of a lesson, students 
completed questionnaires about 
their activities and attitudes to 
healthy living and, had their 
height, seated height and body 
mass recorded. They were also 
given an activity tracker to wear 
on their wrist for a week, taking 
data including their levels of 
activity and hours of sleep.

Throughout the rest of the year 
the students will take part in 
the ‘Lifelab Module’ across a 
series of lessons in science 
and take part in a day trip 
to the Lifelab science lab at 

Southampton General Hospital. 
Here they will take part in a 
series of health-related tests 
and activities using equipment 
at the hospital unavailable to 
us here at school, as well as 
having the chance to talk to 
guest scientists about what 
they are researching and what 
their job as a scientist is like. 
The final piece of intervention 
for the study will be giving the 
students a gaming app to use 
and test, devised and created 
for the research.

The involvement with the 
EACH-B study will give our 
Year 8 students a greater 
awareness of healthy living 
and making healthy decisions, 
culminating and in about a 
year’s time when they will 
come back and repeat the 
readings.
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SCIENCE 
STEAM CLUB
We have had an exciting year at the STEAM 
Club in Science.
•  We started off the year with making the wildlife area 

hedgehog friendly.

•  We’ve been building hedgehog boxes in Technology. We 
even had hedgehogs come and visit us from the Hedgehog 
Preservation Society.

•  Every week we spent time making sure the hedgehogs living 
in and around The Hamble School had enough food and 
water.

•  We thought long and hard on how we could improve the 
habitat, to attract more living organisms such as birds and 
insects  to  improve the biodiversity of  species in and around 
The Hamble School.

•  Some of the activities included building insect hotels and bird 
boxes, as well as completing fun STEAM themed practical 
challenges.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION AND SCHOOL SPORT

FOOTBALL – The Year 7 boys 
have had mixed results; losing 
to Oasis Mayfield in week 1, but 
then coming back a week later to 
comfortably beat Chamberlayne, 
thanks to a hat-trick from Reggie 
Buckland. Further close defeats 
followed to Woodlands and 
Lordshill Oasis. 

The Year 8 boys, after a hard 
fought 1-1 draw with Lordshill, 
have been banging in the goals 
with wins against USH and 
The Gregg School, with Jaymie 
Nungari and Jake Hitchmough 
leading the way. 

The Year 9 boys and Year 7/8 
Girls have had an extremely 
frustrating first term, with 
multiple fixtures being called off 
with schools either withdrawing 
from the league or games 

coming foul of the weather. 
With 30 girls regularly attending 
training, Miss King is looking 
forward to seeing them in action 
with games scheduled either 
side of Christmas.

The Year 7, 8 and 9 B Teams 
have also enjoyed representing 
the school in their tournaments 
and fixtures. A standout moment 
was Oscar Gover (Year 9) 
smashing the ball into the top 
corner from 25 yards with the 
last kick of the game, to claim a 
draw against Swanmore.

BASKETBALL – The U14 
basketball team have started 
the season with a win over 
Chamberlayne with Karol 
Grzybowski sinking the winning 
basket with seconds remaining 
in a 12-10 victory. A narrow 

TEAM HAMBLE SUCCESS
defeat to Wildern followed, 
with Callum Reeves leading 
the team in points. The team 
are newly formed and, with 6 
fixtures remaining, Mr Bradshaw 
is hoping to continue the upward 
curve students are showing in 
their development.

NETBALL – The U16 team are 
due to start their fixtures shortly. 
With 10 fixtures scheduled 
against schools in the Eastleigh 
district, Ms Sheen, who has 
worked with the girls since Year 
7, is hoping they finish their last 
season in the positive fashion 
they’ve shown throughout their 
time at Hamble. We’ve also 
been delighted with the number 
of Year 7s attending netball club; 
hopefully they can look up their 
older role models and replicate 
the success.

CROSS-COUNTRY – Miss King 
took 11 students to the 
Hampshire Interschool Cross-
Country trials at St Swithuns, 
where we competed against 35 
other schools. Whilst we didn’t 
qualify for the team final, we did 
celebrate individual success with 
Thomas Jacobs (no 76 in the 
photo) finishing 9th and 
qualifying for the Hampshire 
finals in February 2020. We wish 
Thomas all the best for his future 
events.

Football, netball and 
basketball fixtures will 
continue into 2020 and we are 
also hoping to enter a couple 
of rugby festivals. If students 
are interested in taking part 
in any extra-curricular sports, 
the timetable can be found on 
the school website.

The first term has seen numerous successes for our 
sports teams. The school has competed in football, 
basketball, netball and cross-country competitions 
this half term. Here is short review.
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Daniel Marchant (Year 8) has 
recently become a National 
Jiu Jitsu Champion.

On 23rd November 2019, 
Daniel took part in the English 
Open Championship held at 
the University of East London. 
Daniel was competing in the 
under 56kg category and 
was successful in winning 
his division to become the 
English Champion for 2019. 
He has only been doing 
Jiu Jitsu for 9 months so it 
is remarkable that he has 
reached this level so quickly. 

As if that wasn’t enough, 
Daniel also swims at a 
high level for the City of 
Southampton Swimming 
Club and competed in 
The Hampshire County 
Championships this year. 
He has qualified for several 
events in 2020 which will take 

YEAR 11 NETBALL – MRS SHEEN

The sequel of last year’s 
remarkable sports inter-
house will be starting 
again shortly. Students 
will have an opportunity 
to represent and compete 
for their House in a 
range of different sports 
competitions, that include 
football, badminton, 
basketball, rounders and 
netball. Please listen out to 
announcements in the new 
year for dates and times of 
the competitions.

INTER-HOUSE 
STRIKES BACKThe Year 11 netball 

team were back in 
action with their first 
match on Wednesday 
16th October. 

Hamble had just 7 players 
and no reserves but put 
up a good fight against 
Swanmore and won the 
third quarter. 

Unfortunately a few 
silly passes and some 
accurate shooting by 
Swanmore during the 
remainder of the game 
resulted in us losing 18-11.
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DUAL THREAT NATIONAL 
CHAMPION ATHLETE

place this coming February. 
He competes regularly in 
swimming competitions in 
Hampshire and beyond. 
Recently, he won 10 medals 
and was awarded the top 
senior boy award at a Welsh 

swimming competition held in 
Swansea.

Daniel is a truly fantastic 
multi-sport athlete who 
dedicates so much time to 
training, and it shows that 
hard work definitely pays off.
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The aim of the project was to consider issues 
surrounding Mental Health in people of all ages, 
in a practical and accessible way. The students 
used Drama as a tool for exploring and presenting 
their findings to an invited audience. The company 
commented on the maturity and creativity of 
Hamble students who skillfully helped to craft 
their work into 4 thought-provoking pieces of 
contemporary theatre. The pieces were then 
rehearsed at the end of week and culminated in a 
performance evening on Friday 11th October. The 
event was attended by parents, school governors 
and representatives from Artswork England and 
was incredibly well received, with some members 

This term, students have worked very hard on 
Thisislanguage. They had the chance to watch 
and work with authentic videos and practise 
their listening and grammar skills.

Our top Italian performers in Year 10 for 
Thisislanguage are Jacob Milchard in 1st 
place with 2961 points, followed by Alex 
Robins and Tom Brenton. 

It’s great to see how committed these boys are!

With 5213 points, Lydia Jackson is leading 
in Year 11 Spanish and Migle Vaivadaite has 
reached the highest score in French with 7455 
points!

We would like to thank our students for 
their dedication and passion for languages!

M
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DUOLINGO AND THISISLANGUAGE 
STUDENT CHAMPIONS
This term’s Duolingo champions have shown true dedication and 
commitment towards their language learning, spending a lot of 
their free time improving their language skills and completing their 
Duolingo challenges.

DUOLINGO
Magdalena Wrabel
Brooke Edwards
Julia Kruczynska
Fletcher Wickens
Molly Slattery
Phearne Gale
Charlie Walker
Bethany Street

Kieran McCormick
James Bellamy
Marcus McCauley
Matthew Romero
Amelia Atherton
Harrison Byres
Sam Pritchard-Evans
Izzy Thomas
Emilie Mwanza
Abigail Crotty

THISISLANGUAGE

‘1 IN 10’ WITH 
FLUID MOTION
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During World Mental Health week, students 
from Years 7-11 were invited to participate 
in ‘1 in 10’, a week-long residency with 
Professional Theatre Company Fluid Motion.

of the audience brought to tears by the raw and 
honest depictions of living with and tackling Mental 
health issues.

The Drama department thanks Fluid Motion for 
the amazing work that was done and hopes to 
work with them again in the near future.
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The Friends of The Hamble School 
FIREWORK SPECTACULAR 2019

The Friends were determined to make this year even 
bigger and better then before and enlisted the help of Wave 
105 Presenter Tony Shepherd to compere the evening’s 
entertainment. Performances were given by Netley Ukulele 
Group, Sissy Ellis from The Hamble School and the Musical 
Theatre Group from Itchen College which included some of 
our ex students. There was crowd participation and fun and 
games, which were all well received by adults and children 
alike. The evening culminated in a fantastic display of colour, 
music and delight from the crowd!

The lighted product stall was again a highlight with flashing 
wands and headwear lighting up the arena! Thanks needs to 
go to the caterers on the night for providing refreshments. 

This event is sponsored by local businesses and thanks also 
needs to go to Netley Garage and Covers for sponsoring 
tickets, as well as Wave 105 for advertising and promoting the 
event.

This year’s Fireworks event truly was spectacular! 
Despite the high winds and rain which threatened 
to disrupt our planning, the evening went ahead 
with great success. The Friends of The Hamble 
School started planning for this event back in 
February and months of hard work came to fruition 
in an event enjoyed by the whole community. 

FIR
EW

O
R

K
S

As always, this event couldn’t 
go ahead without our fantastic 
ticket vendors: Netley Post 
Office, Pickwell Farm, The 
Roll Call, Hamble Primary 
School, Netley Abbey Junior 
School, The RVCP shop and 
The Coffee Shop at Bursledon 
Community Centre. Thank you 
all for supporting us!

If you weren’t able to make 
this year’s event, make 
sure you keep Saturday 7th 
November free next year!!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
MY FIRST TERM BY MR J SPENCER
WOW! What a first term at The Hamble School. It’s 
been a hell of a good start (RE pun!) and I’ve met so 
many interesting students. I can’t believe I’ve taught 
over 500 students this term. What an incredible 
journey this has been.

One of the highlights has been teaching the after school RE 
class of Year 10s who have handled some incredibly difficult 
topics with finesse and grace. 

Well done to everyone who has received an award this term, I 
am incredibly proud of all of you. There are plenty more to come.

Hampshire County Council  

INTERFAITH 
CALENDAR 
COMPETITION
Congratulations to Isabelle Finegan 
(Year 8) who was a runner up in the 
Hampshire County Council Interfaith 
Calendar Competition. 
She attended the award ceremony in 
November in Winchester for her design 
depicting the Day of the Dead festival.   

In Year 7 we will continue 
to study Christianity. In Year 
8, we will continue looking 
at Islam. Year 9 have done 
a brilliant job looking at 
‘Religion and Life’, while 
Year 10 have moved on to 
‘Religion and the Family’. 
Year 11 have now started 
revision and that is going 
swimmingly!

I look forward to another 
successful term, it’s been 
heavenly.

R
ELIG

IO
U

S ED
U

C
AT

IO
N



The Hamble School - Achieving Excellence Together | 31

H
A

M
B

LE SEA
 SC

O
U

T
S

HAMBLE SEA SCOUTS
THE HAMBLE SCHOOL TAKES AIM

This October saw 10 students 
from The Hamble School 
compete for Hamble Sea 
Scouts in the annual National 
Scout Rifle Championships at 
the Bisley Shooting Centre in 
Surrey.

630 competitors from 117 Scout 
Units travelled from all over the 

UK to compete for 2 days in 
various disciplines including 
Air Rifle & Pistol Target, Target 
Sprint and 3 Position Field 
Target.

The Hamble Team all performed 
exceptionally well, placing 
9th overall in the 6 yard pistol 
and 15th in 6 yard rifle. Stand 

This October saw 10 students from The Hamble 
School compete for Hamble Sea Scouts in the annual 
National Scout Rifle Championships at the Bisley 
Shooting Centre in Surrey.

out performances included 
Luke Hooper who individually 
placed 18th out of 260 in the 
junior Field Target and Jasmine 
Pimm & Amelia Stapleton who 
both reached the last 16 out of 
268 scouts in the 10m junior 
knockout. 

Well done to the entire team: 
Thomas Birch, Michael Draper, 
James Gibson, Ben Hoey, Alfie 
Hoey, Luke Hooper, Dylan 
Loucaides, Jasmine Pimm, Amelia 
Stapleton and Izzy Thomas.

EXAM INVIGILATORS WANTED
This is an exciting opportunity to oversee the 
Pre Public (Mock) Examinations and GCSE 
examinations at The Hamble School and join 
an integral team within the school.

We are seeking individuals who can promote 
a supportive atmosphere so that our students 
are able to fulfil or exceed their potential 
during the examination period.

For more information and how to apply, please visit: 
www.thehambleschool.co.uk/current-vacancies

Salary Details: £8.21 per hour (£9.33 per hour gross)

Closing date: midday, Monday 6th January 2020
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SCHOOL OF ROCK 
PRODUCTION 2019

The Creative Arts department put on a whole school musical theatre 
production on the 4th, 5th and 6th December and proved that The Hamble 
School truly is a ‘School of Rock’!
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Auditions for principal roles 
were conducted before the 
summer break and rehearsals 
have continued at least 3 
nights a week throughout the 
autumn term. The production 
involved over 60 students 
from on stage performers, 
both on and offstage bands, 
a backstage crew and even 
student technicians. 

To make the show such 
a success it involved 
staff from a wide range of 
departments such as Music, 
Art, Technology and even 
Maths, who all brought their 
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own skills and expertise to 
the project. A huge thank 
you from Mrs Bowman goes 
out to all those teachers, 
support staff, senior students 
and parent volunteers who 
played their part in creating 
an exciting and rewarding 
experience for the students 
involved. 

Year 10 student Charley 
Proudley, who played the 
lead role of Dewey Finn 
commented: “School of 
Rock has been the best 
performance I have ever 

been involved with. Last year 
in ‘Annie’ I was Harold Ickes 
as well as Santa. In ‘Oliver’ I 
was Mr Sowerbury which was 
my introduction to musical 
theatre. This year I have 
been blessed with the role of 
Dewey Finn. It’s the first time 
that I have been given such a 
huge role, and I’ve adored it.”

We are already looking 
forward to future projects 
in Creative Arts, so look 
out for new opportunities 
on the notice board in the 
Athens corridor.
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Mrs Brick was nominated for 
the exceptional support that 
she offers students affected 
by bereavement as well has 
her role as a Mental Health 
First Aider and Emotional 
Learning Support Assistant. 
She takes time to know every 

student who has suffered 
from bereavement and notes 
significant dates which may 
trigger emotional responses 
from the students. Her warm 
and caring nature offers 
students opportunities to talk 
and provides ways for them 
to express their loss, giving 
them hope and courage to 
face their future challenges in 
life. Mrs Brick is committed to 
supporting students to help 
piece back together their lives 
when they need it most, so 
that they can continue with 
their education.

We, at The Hamble School, 
have less lost children 
thanks to Mrs Brick.

Along with several students 
from the Bereavement 
Friendship Group, they 
planted the crocus bulbs in 
the Memorial Garden. The 

students enjoyed helping 
with this activity, and we look 
forward to the BFG Memorial 
garden being full of colour in 
the Spring.

On Tuesday 22nd October Chris and Judith Tickner 
once again put on their gardening gloves to plant 1000 
crocus bulbs kindly donated by The Rotary Club.

B
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BULBS FOR THE MEMORIAL GARDEN 
(BEREAVEMENT FRIENDSHIP GROUP)

‘IMPROVING LIFE CHANCES’ 
AWARD WINNER 2019
Congratulations to Mrs Brick who won the award for 
‘Improving Life Chances’ at the Hampshire Education 
Awards for 2019.
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TUCASI SCO PAY ONLINE 
PAYMENT FACILITY
Features:

• Simple to use web interface

• Payment history

• Top up for cashless catering

• Trip payments

• Payment for school activities

• Purchase of stock items such as ties

• Payment for revision guides

For registration details please contact the 
Finance Office on the telephone number below or 

email finance@thehambleschool.co.uk

https://www.scopay.com/hamble

T: 023 8045 2105 • finance@thehambleschool.co.uk
Satchell Lane, Hamble, Southampton SO31 4NE

The Hamble School
Achieving Excellence Together
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USEFUL INFORMATION

STUDENT DROP OFF
When picking up or dropping off your child, 
please ensure you use the one way system in the 
car park. This system is in place to ensure that all 
our visitors are safe when using our facilities. 

Thank you for your co-operation.

MAIN OFFICE OPEN HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 8:00am - 4:00pm 

Friday: 8:00am - 3:30pm

WHY NOT JOIN US AT OUR 
NEXT MEETING?

• Meet new people
• Be part of a fun team
• Help raise funds

• Bring new ideas
• Share your skills
• Have fun!

If you are interested in volunteering, please visit:
friends.thehambleschool.co.uk
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