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A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder 

Holly Jackson 

The case is closed. Five years ago, schoolgirl 

Andie Bell was murdered by Sal Singh. The 

police know he did it. Everyone in town knows he 

did it. But having grown up in the same small 

town that was consumed by the crime, Pippa 

Fitz-Amobi isn't so sure. 

 

 

 

One of us is Lying 

Karen M. McManus 

Five students go to detention. Only four leave 

alive. Bronwyn has never publicly broken a rule.  

Cooper lives for baseball. Nate is one misstep 

away from a life of crime. Addy is holding 

together the cracks in her perfect life. Simon, 

creator of the notorious gossip app at Bayview 

High, won't ever talk about any of them again. 

He dies 24 hours before he could post their 

deepest secrets online. 

 

Murder Most Unladylike 

Robin Stevens 

When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their 

very own secret detective agency at Deepdean 

School for Girls, they struggle to find any truly 

exciting mysteries to investigate. (Unless you 

count the case of Lavinia's missing tie. Which 

they don't.) 

Then Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, 

Miss Bell, lying dead in the gym.  
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S.T.A.G.S. 

M. A. Bennett 

Nine students. Three blood sports. One deadly 

weekend. Greer MacDonald is struggling to 

settle into the sixth form at the exclusive St. 

Aidan the Great boarding school, known to its 

privileged pupils as S.T.A.G.S.  Just when she 

despairs of making friends Greer receives a 

mysterious invitation with three words embossed 

upon on it: huntin' shootin' fishin'. 

 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant 

Derek Landy 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-

cracking detective, powerful magician, master of 

dirty tricks and burglary (in the name of the 

greater good, of course). 

Oh yeah. And dead. 

Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. She's... 

well, she's a twelve-year-old girl. With a pair like 

this on the case, evil had better watch out... 

 

 

 

The Body Finder 

Kimberly Derting 

Since she was a little girl Violet has felt the 

echoes the dead leave behind in the world...and 

the imprints that attach to their killers. 

Violet has never considered her strange talent to 

be a gift, but now that a serial killer is terrorizing 

her small-town Violet realizes she might be the 

only person who can stop him. 

 

 



4 
 

I’d Tell You I love You but then I’d have to 

Kill You - Ally Carter 

Gallagher Academy might claim to be a school 

for geniuses - but it's really a school for spies. 

Cammie Morgan is fluent in fourteen languages 

and capable of killing a man in seven different 

ways. One thing the Gallagher Academy hasn't 

prepared her for is what to do when she falls for 

an ordinary boy who thinks she's an ordinary 

girl. 

 

 

Girl, Stolen 

April Henry 

Sixteen-year-old Cheyenne Wilder is sleeping in 

the back of a car while her mother fills her 

prescription. Before Cheyenne realizes what has 

happened, the car is being stolen from the car 

park. Cheyenne is not only sick with pneumonia 

- she is also blind. Griffin, the teenage driver, 

hadn't meant to kidnap her - he was just stealing 

a car for the gang. 

 
 

 
Wild Boy 
Rob Lloyd Jones 
London, 1841. A boy covered in hair, raised as a 

monster, condemned to life in a travelling freak 

show. A boy with an extraordinary power of 

observation and detection. A boy accused of 

murder; on the run; hungry for the truth. Behold 

the savage spectacle of Wild Boy. 

 

 



5 
 

Lockwood & Co: The Screaming Staircase 
Jonathan Stroud 
For more than fifty years, the country has been 

affected by a horrifying epidemic of ghosts. A 

number of Psychic Investigations Agencies have 

sprung up to destroy the dangerous apparitions. 

Lucy Carlyle, a talented young agent, arrives in 

London hoping for a notable career. Instead she 

finds herself joining the smallest most ramshackle 

agency in the city, run by Anthony Lockwood. 

 
 
  Girl Missing 

  Sophie McKenzie 

Lauren is adopted and eager to know more 

about her mysterious past. When she discovers 

she may have been snatched from her family as 

a baby, her whole life suddenly feels like a sham. 

Why will no one answer her questions? How can 

she find her biological parents? Could her 

adoptive parents really have been responsible 

for kidnapping her? 

 

 

A Girl Called Justice 

Elly Griffiths 

Missing maids, suspicious teachers and a snow 

storm to die for... For a fearless girl called Justice 

Jones, super-smart super-sleuth, it's just the start 

of a spine-tingling first term at Highbury House 

Boarding school for the daughters of gentlefolk. 
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Car-Jacked 
Ali Sparkes 

Jack Mattingly is a genius. He has an IQ of 170. 

He speaks fluent Mandarin and Latin. And he can 

calculate the square root of 1,673,549 in his 

head. But when Jack's parents' car is hi-jacked, 

with him inside it, for once he's as clueless as the 

rest of us. The car-jacker doesn't know Jack's in 

the car - yet. But it's only a matter of time before 

he's discovered.  

 

Smart 

Kim Slater 

There's been a murder, but the police don't care. 

It was only a homeless old man after all. 

Kieran cares. He's made a promise, and when 

you say something out loud, that means you're 

going to do it, for real. He's going to find out what 

really happened. 

 

 

 

Young Sherlock Holmes: Death Cloud 

Andrew Lane 
The year is 1868, Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. 

His life is that of a perfectly ordinary army officer's 

son: boarding school, good manners, a classical 

education.  With his father suddenly posted to 

India, and his mother mysteriously `unwell', 

Sherlock is sent to stay with his eccentric uncle 

and aunt in their vast house in Hampshire. So, 

begins a summer that leads Sherlock to uncover 

his first murder, a kidnap, corruption and a brilliantly sinister villain of 

malign intent. 
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Trouble is a Friend of Mine 
Stephanie Tromly 
When Digby first shows up on her doorstep, Zoe 

Webster is not impressed. He's rude, he's smart, 

and he doesn't take 'no' for an answer. But before 

she knows it, Digby has dragged her into a series 

of hilarious and dangerous situations all related to 

an investigation into the kidnapping of a girl from 

their high school. A kidnapping that may be 

connected to the tragic disappearance of his own 

sister eight years ago. 

 
 

Web of Darkness 
Bali Rai 
When the incredibly attractive Benedict befriends 

Lily online, she is thrilled. He is so much more 

mature than boys her age and he seems to know 

exactly how she's feeling. She finds herself 

opening up to him, telling him things she wouldn't 

tell anybody else. She needs someone to confide 

in more than ever as a spate of apparent suicides 

rocks her school, but is Benedict the kind, 

charming person that he seemed to be initially? 

 
 

Rudy Redfort: Look into my Eyes 
Lauren Child 
Ruby Redfort: genius code-cracker, daring 

detective, and a gadget-laden special agent who 

just happens to be a thirteen-year-old girl. She 

and her slick sidekick butler, Hitch, foil crimes and 

get into loads of scrapes with evil villains, but 

they're always ice-cool in a crisis.  
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The Apple Tart of Hope 
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald  
Oscar Dunleavy, who used to make the world's 

most perfect apple tarts, is missing, presumed 

dead. No-one seems too surprised, except for 

Meg, his best friend, and his little brother Stevie. 

Surrounded by grief and confusion, Meg and 

Stevie are determined to find out what happened 

to Oscar, and together they learn about loyalty and 

friendship and the power of never giving up hope. 

 
 

 
Juvie 
Steve Watkins 
Sadie Windas has always been the responsible 

one - star player on her basketball team, she 

gets good grades, she dates a cute soccer player 

and she tries to help out at home. Unlike her 

older sister, Carla, who leaves her three-year-old 

daughter, Lulu, with Aunt Sadie while she parties 

and gets high. When both sisters are caught up 

in a drug deal - wrong place, wrong time - it falls 

to Sadie to confess to a crime she didn't commit to keep Carla out of 

jail and Lulu out of foster care. 

                                 
Looking for JJ 
Anne Cassidy  

Looking for JJ explores the circumstances and 

motives behind the murder of a child - by her 

friend. Six years later, JJ has now been released, 

and has a new identity. But is there any way that 

she can lead a "normal" life? 
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Finding Jennifer Jones 
Anne Cassidy 
Kate Rickman seems just like any other nineteen-

year-old girl. She goes to university, she dates 

nice, normal boys and she works in her local 

tourist office at the weekend. But Kate's not really 

normal at all. 'Kate' is in fact a carefully 

constructed facade for a girl called Jennifer Jones 

- and it's a facade that's crumbling fast. 

 
 
 

Scarlet and Ivy: The Lost Twin 
Sophie Cleverly  

A spine-tingling mystery set in a creepily 

atmospheric boarding school. Ivy must uncover the 

secrets behind her twin sister Scarlet's 

disappearance before it's too late. 

When troublesome Scarlet mysteriously 

disappears from Rookwood School, terrifying Miss 

Fox invites her quiet twin sister Ivy to `take her 

place'. 

 

 

Pretty Little Liars 

Sara Shepard 

Aria, Emily, Spencer, Hanna and Alison have been 

best friends since the third grade. They go 

everywhere together, thinking no-one can come 

between them. If anyone is the ringleader of the 

group it is Alison, and the other girls cannot help 

but confide all their secrets to her. 

One night, during a sleepover, Alison goes 

missing. Her body is never found.  

 



10 
 

Theodore Boone 

John Grisham 

In Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and 

although he's only thirteen years old, Theo Boone 

thinks he's one of them. Theo knows every judge, 

policeman, court clerk - and a lot about the law. 

He dreams of being a great trial lawyer, of a life in 

the courtroom. Theo finds himself in court much 

sooner than he expected.  

 

 

 

Model Spy: Code Red Lipstick 

Sarah Sky 

Jessica Cole is just your average teenager, 

except when she's strutting down the glamorous 

catwalks of Paris. When her father, a former spy, 

vanishes mysteriously, Jessica takes matters into 

her own hands. She's not just good at striking a 

pose, she's going to take on MI6 and beat them at 

their own game. 

 

 

Keep Your Friends Close 

Cynthia Murphy 

Chloe Roberts is a shoo-in for Head Girl and the 

lead spot in the school’s secret society: Jewel and 

Bone. But then her best friend, Nikhita Patel, 

betrays her, and life comes crashing down.  

Things take a darker turn when Chloe stumbles 

upon the Book of Crime and Punishment – a 

record of every misdeed committed by Morton 

students and the fitting penalty. And it’s not long 

before entries in the book start to match up with murders of Jewel and 

Bone members. Anyone could be a suspect. 
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Two Can Keep a Secret 

Karen M. McManus 

A perfect town is hiding secrets. Two teenagers 

are dead. Two murders unsolved and a killer who 

claims to be back. Ellery's never been to Echo 

Ridge, but she's heard all about it.  It's where her 

aunt went missing at age sixteen, never to return. 

A Homecoming Queen's murder five years ago 

made national news and where Ellery now has to 

live with a grandmother she barely knows. 

 

Needy Little Things 

Channelle Desamours 

Sariyah Lee Bryant can hear what people need—

tangible things, like a pencil, a hair tie, a phone 

charger—an ability only her family and her best 

friend, Malcolm, know the truth about. But when 

she fulfills a need for her friend Deja who vanishes 

shortly after, Sariyah is left wondering if her ability 

is more curse than gift.  

 

 

The Reappearance of Rachel Price 

Holly Jackson 

18-year-old Bel has lived her whole life in the 

shadow of her mom’s mysterious disappearance. 

Sixteen years ago, Rachel Price vanished and 

young Bel was the only witness. Rachel is gone, 

presumed dead.  The case is dragged up from the 

past when the Price family agree to a true crime 

documentary. Bel can’t wait for filming to end, for 

life to go back to normal. But then Rachel Price 

reappears, and life will never be normal again... 
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Knightley & Son 

Rohan Gavin 

Darkus Knightley is not your average 13-year-old: 

logical, super-smart and detective work is in his 

blood. His dad Alan Knightley was London's top 

private investigator and an expert in crimes too 

strange for Scotland Yard to handle, but four years 

ago the unexplained finally caught up with him - 

and he fell into a mysterious coma. Darkus is 

determined to follow in his father's footsteps. 

 

The Naturals 

Jennifer Lynn Barnes 

Cassie is a natural at reading people. Piecing 

together the tiniest details, she can tell you who 

you are and what you want. But it's not a skill that 

she's ever taken seriously until the FBI come 

knocking: they've begun a classified programme 

that uses exceptional teenagers to crack infamous 

cold cases, and they need Cassie. 

 

Promise Boys 

Nick Brooks 

The prestigious Urban Promise Prep school might 

look pristine on the outside, but deadly secrets lurk 

within. When the principal ends up murdered on 

school premises and the cops come sniffing 

around, a trio of students―J.B., Ramón, and 

Trey―emerge as the prime suspects. They had 

the means, they had the motive . . . and they may 

have had the murder weapon. But with all three 

maintaining their innocence, they must band together to track down the 

real killer before they are arrested. 

  

 


