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Life on the Refrigerator Door 

Alice Kuipers 

Claire's mother is rushed off her feet both at work 

and at home. They rarely find themselves in the 

same room at the same time, and it often seems 

that the only thing they can count on are notes to 

each other on the refrigerator door. When home is 

threatened by a crisis, their relationship 

experiences a momentous change. 

 

 

A Thousand Boy Kisses 

Tillie Cole 

Rune Kristiansen and Poppy Litchfield met as 

children and swore to be friends forever.  As 

teenagers, their friendship grew into a love that 

promised to last a lifetime. But their worlds were 

shattered when Rune was sent home to his native 

Norway.  Two years later, Rune is back, and 

Poppy is ready for their happy ever after to begin. 

But the boy who returns is not the Rune she 

remembers.  What happened to turn her sweet, thoughtful Rune into 

this brooding stranger? And will the secret Poppy is carrying bring them 

closer together or separate them forever? 

 

 

13 Reasons Why 

Jay Asher 

Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a 

strange package with his name on it lying on his 

porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes 

recorded by Hannah Baker–his classmate and 

crush–who committed suicide two weeks earlier. 

Hannah’s voice tells him that there are thirteen 

reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is 

one of them. If he listens, he’ll find out why. 
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Before I Die 

Jenny Downham 

Tessa has just months to live. Fighting back 

against hospital visits, endless tests, drugs with 

excruciating side-effects, Tessa compiles a list. 

It’s her To Do Before I Die list. Released from the 

constraints of ‘normal’ life, Tessa tastes new 

experiences to make her feel alive while her 

failing body struggles to keep up. 

     

The Memory Book 

Lara Avery 

Sammie was always a girl with a plan: graduate at 

the top of her class and get out of her small town 

as soon as humanly possible. Nothing will stand 

in her way--not even a rare genetic disorder the 

doctors say will slowly start to steal her memories 

and then her health. What she needs is a new 

plan.So the Memory Book is born 

 

Maybe One Day 

Melissa Kantor 

Zoe and her best friend, Olivia, have always had 

big plans for the future, none of which included 

Olivia getting sick. Still, Zoe is determined to put 

on a brave face and be positive for her 

friend.Even when she isn't sure what to say. 

Even when Olivia misses months of school.  The 

one thing that keeps Zoe moving forward is 

knowing that Olivia will beat this, and everything 

will go back to the way it was before. It has to. Because the alternative 

is too terrifying for her to even imagine. 
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One 

Sarah Crossan 

Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins, joined at the 

waist, defying the odds of survival for sixteen 

years. They share everything, and they are 

everything to each other. They would never 

imagine being apart. For them, that would be the 

real tragedy. But something is happening to them. 

Something they hoped would never happen. And 

Grace doesn’t want to admit it. Not even to Tippi. 

 

All the Bright Places 

Jennifer Niven 

Theodore Finch is fascinated by death, and he 

constantly thinks of ways he might kill himself. But 

each time, something good, no matter how small, 

stops him.  Violet Markey lives for the future, 

counting the days until graduation, when she can 

escape her Indiana town and her aching grief in 

the wake of her sister’s recent death.    

When Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the 

bell tower at school, it’s unclear who saves whom. 

 

I’ll Give You the Sun 

Jandy Nelson 

At first, Jude and her twin brother Noah, are 

inseparable. Noah draws constantly and is falling 

in love with the charismatic boy next door, while 

daredevil Jude wears red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, 

and does all the talking for both of them. Years 

later, they are barely speaking. Something has 

happened to change the twins in different yet 

equally devastating ways . . . 
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The Honest Truth 

Dan Gemeinhart 

In all the ways that matter, Mark is a normal kid. 

He's got a dog named Beau and a best friend, 

Jessie. He likes to take photos and write haiku 

poems in his notebook. He dreams of climbing a 

mountain.  But in one important way, Mark is not 

like other kids at all. Mark is sick. The kind of sick 

that means hospitals and treatments. The kind of 

sick some people never get better from. 

 

And the Stars were Burning Brightly 

Danielle Jawando 

When fifteen-year-old Nathan discovers that his 

older brother Al has taken his own life, his whole 

world is torn apart.  Al was special.  Al was 

talented.  Al was full of passion and light…so why 

did he do it?  Convinced that his brother was in 

trouble, Nathan begins to retrace his footsteps. 

And along the way, he meets Megan.   

 

 

I Was Here 

Gayle Forman 

Cody and Meg were inseparable.  Two peas in a 

pod.  Until . . . they weren’t anymore.   When her 

best friend Meg drinks a bottle of industrial-

strength cleaner alone in a motel room, Cody is 

understandably shocked and devastated. She and 

Meg shared everything—so how was there no 

warning? When Cody travels to Meg’s college 

town to pack up the belongings left behind, she 

discovers that there’s a lot that Meg never told her. 
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Five Feet Apart 

Rachel Lippincott 

Stella Grant likes to be in control—even though 

her totally out of control lungs have sent her in 

and out of the hospital most of her life. At this 

point, what Stella needs to control most is keeping 

herself away from anyone or anything that might 

pass along an infection and jeopardize the 

possibility of a lung transplant. Six feet apart. No 

exceptions. 

 

 

A Monster Calls 

Patrick Ness 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever 

since his mother first fell ill, ever since she started 

the treatments that don't quite seem to be 

working. But tonight is different. Tonight, when he 

wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's ancient, 

elemental, a force of nature. It wants the most 

dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the 

truth. 

 

 

Sorry for Your Loss 

Jessie Ann Foley 

Painfully average Pup Flanagan is used to flying 

under the radar. He’s barely passing his classes. 

He lets his long time crush walk all over him and 

he’s in no hurry to decide on a college path. The 

only person who ever made him think he could be 

more was his older brother Patrick, the family’s 

golden child. But that was before Patrick died 

suddenly, leaving Pup with a family who won’t talk 

about it and acquaintances who just keep saying, “sorry for your loss”. 
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They Both Die at the End 

Adam Silvera 

On September 5, a little after midnight, Death calls 

Mateo Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them 

some bad news: They’re going to die today. 

Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but for 

different reasons, they’re both looking to make a 

new friend on their End Day. The good news, 

there’s an app for that, it’s called the Last Friend.  

 

 

 

Just Breathe 

Cammie McGovern 

David Sheinman is the popular president of his 

senior class, battling cystic fibrosis.  Jamie Turner 

is a quiet sophomore, struggling with depression.   

The pair soon realise that they can be their true 

selves with each other, and their friendship 

develops into something so much more. Neither 

Jamie nor David can bring themselves to reveal 

the secrets that weigh most heavily on them. 

 

The Fault in Our Stars 

John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that 

has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 

anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed 

upon diagnosis. When a gorgeous plot twist 

named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at 

Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about 

to be completely rewritten. 
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Side Effects May Vary 

Julie Murphy 

When sixteen-year-old Alice is diagnosed with 

leukaemia, she vows to spend her final months 

righting wrongs. She convinces her best friend, 

Harvey, to help her with a crazy bucket list that's 

as much about revenge as it is about hope.  Just 

when Alice's scores are settled, she goes into 

remission and now she must face the 

consequences of all she has said and done. 

 

Wonder 

R. J. Palacio 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference 

that, up until now, has prevented him from going to 

a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at 

Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be 

treated as an ordinary kid—but his new 

classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary 

face. 

 

 

Before I Fall 

Lauren Oliver 

For popular high school senior Samantha 

Kingston, February 12—"Cupid Day"—should be 

one big party, a day of valentines and roses and 

the privileges that come with being at the top of 

the social pyramid. And it is … until she dies in a 

terrible accident that night.  However, she still 

wakes up the next morning. In fact, Sam lives the 

last day of her life seven times, until she realizes 

that by making even the slightest changes, she may hold more power 

than she ever imagined. 
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How to Make Friends with the Dark 

Kathleen Glasgow 

It’s the brightest day of summer and it’s dark 

outside. It’s dark in your house, dark in your room, 

and dark in your heart. You feel like the darkness 

is going to split you apart. 

That’s how it feels for Tiger. It’s always been Tiger 

and her mother against the world. Then, on a day 

like any other, Tiger’s mother dies. And now it’s 

Tiger, alone. 

 

 

Ways to Live Forever 

Sally Nicholls 

"My name is Sam. I am eleven years old. I collect 

stories and fantastic facts. By the time you read 

this, I will probably be dead."   Sam loves facts. 

He wants to know about UFOs, horror movies, 

airships, ghosts, scientists and how it feels to kiss 

a girl. And because he has leukaemia he wants to 

know the facts about dying. Sam needs answers 

to the questions nobody will answer. 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

John Boyne  

Bruno’s father has a new job which means 

moving.  When exploring his new home Bruno 

discovers a fence and on the other side are lots 

of people wearing pyjamas.  Then one day Bruno 

meets Shmuel ……A brilliant and thought 

provoking read.  
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History is All You Left Me 
Adam Silvera 

When Griffin's first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, 

dies in a drowning accident, his universe 

implodes. Even though Theo had moved to 

California for college and started seeing Jackson, 

Griffin never doubted Theo would come back to 

him when the time was right. But now, the future 

he's been imagining for himself has gone far off 

course.   

 

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece 

Annabel Pitcher 

Ten-year-old Jamie hasn't cried since it 

happened. He knows he should have—Jasmine 

cried, Mum cried, Dad still cries. Roger didn't, but 

then he is just a cat and didn't know Rose that 

well, really.  Everyone kept saying it would get 

better with time, but that's just one of those lies 

that grown-ups tell in awkward situations. Five 

years on, it's worse than ever: Dad drinks, Mum's 

gone and Jamie's left with questions that he must answer himself. 

 

The Last Time We Say Goodbye 

Cynthia Hand 

The last time Lex was happy was when she had 

a family that was whole. A boyfriend she loved. 

Friends who didn't look at her like she might 

break down at any moment.  Now she's just the 

girl whose brother killed himself.  As Lex starts to 

put her life back together, she tries to block out 

what happened the night Tyler died. But there's a 

secret she hasn't told…. 
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Three Things I Know Are True 

Betty Culley 

The reminder is always there—a dent on the 

right side of Jonah’s forehead. The spot you’d 

press when you felt a headache coming on.  

Life changes forever for Liv when her older 

brother, Jonah, accidentally shoots himself with 

his best friend Clay’s father’s gun. Now Jonah 

needs round-the-clock care just to stay alive, 

and Liv seems to be the only person who can 

see that her brother is still there inside his      

broken body. 

 

Broken Hearts and Zombie Parts 

William Hussey 

Jesse Spark has a broken heart and in a few 

short weeks he'll require major surgery to repair 

it - which means he only has a month to 

accomplish two almost-impossible tasks. 

1) Shoot his epic zombie movie on a shoestring 

budget if he has any hope of getting into film 

school. 

2) Fall in love before this surgery lands him 

with a huge scar - because how will anyone ever fancy him after that? 

 

This Book Will Make You Cry 

Daniel Tawse 

Last year, Iggy almost drowned, losing all 

memory of their magical Mediterranean holiday. 

Determined to piece together the fragments of 

their forgotten summer, they return to Europe to 

retrace their steps, from the sun-drenched 

shores of St. Tropez to the colossal ruins of 

Rome.   
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Ghosted 

Emily Barr 

Ariel's accidental meeting with a handsome 

stranger called Joe is completely perfect; they 

have a connection like she's never known before. 

They exchange numbers and agree to meet when 

he is back from a trip to France. But when Ariel 

messages him, the number Joe gave her is 

disconnected. He's ghosted her. She assumes 

she will never see him again. 

 

Letters to the Lost 

Brigid Kemmerer 

Juliet Young always writes letters to her mother, a 

world-traveling photojournalist. Even after her 

mother's death, she leaves letters at her grave. 

It's the only way Juliet can cope.  Declan Murphy 

isn't the sort of guy you want to cross. In the midst 

of his court-ordered community service at the 

local cemetery, he's trying to escape the demons 

of his past.  When Declan reads a haunting letter 

left beside a grave, he can't resist writing back. 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz  

Heather Morris 

One day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, 

comforts a trembling young woman waiting in line 

to have the number 34902 tattooed onto her arm. 

Her name is Gita, and in that first encounter, Lale 

vows to somehow survive the camp and marry 

her.  A vivid, harrowing, and ultimately hopeful re-

creation of Lale Sokolov's experiences as the man 

who tattooed the arms of thousands of prisoners. 

Years 10 and 11 only 

 

 

 


